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Calligraphy is the poetry of the hand, a timeless visual art where writing
transcends function to become form.

It is the elegant orchestration of lines and curvesd crafted with broad-tipped
pens, brushes, or delicate instrumentsd that breathes life into letters. In its
essence, contemporary calligraphy is "the art of giving form to signs in an
expressive, harmonious, and skilful manner."”

From sacred manuscripts to modern masterpieces, calligraphy gracefully dances
between utility and beautyd sometimes legible, sometimes abstract, but always
evocative.

Unlike typography or casual hand-lettering, classical calligraphy is an intentional
act of artistry, where each stroke is infused with rhythm, discipline, and soul. Yet,
the modern calligrapher may fluidly move between tradition and innovation,
uniting precision with personal expression in every flourish.




Islamic calligraphy

Islamic calligraphy is a sacred symphony of scriptd an artistic expression
born from devotion, shaped by culture, and etched in time.

Rooted in the Arabic alphabet and flourishing across the lands of shared Islamic
heritage, it encompasses the refined traditions of Arabic, Ottoman, and Persian
calligraphy. Known in Arabic as KhattIslami(c B b DB mAani ng "1 sl ar
design, or construction”d this art form transcends mere handwriting, becoming a
spiritual architecture of ink and rhythm.

At the heart of Islamic calligraphy lies the Q u r § wahose divine verses serve as both
inspiration and canvas. The reverence for the written word, combined with a deep-
seated aversion to figurative art in sacred contexts, elevated calligraphy to the pinnacle
of Islamic artistic expression. It is through these flowing, harmonious forms that
generations have contemplated faith, beauty, and the infinite.

To awaken this timeless tradition in the hearts of the young, the Cadet College
Calligraphy Club has been establishedd inviting students to channel their inner
artistry, to explore the sacred elegance of form and meaning, and to give voice to their
spirit through ink and imagination.



Calligraphy in other languages

At Cadet College Hasanabdal, the Calligraphy Club has gracefully expanded its
creative horizons, exploring the elegance of scripts from across the globe.

Calligraphy Club members have begun to breathe life into exquisite specimens of
Persian, Russian, Italic, Japanese, Turkish, and Chinese calligraphyd each script a
unique melody of cultural heritage and artistic form.

In pursuit of depth and dimension, the club has also ventured into the realm of 3D
calligraphy, adding a sculptural richness to their visual expressions. Over the past few
years, this creative experimentation has not only refined the students 6 ar t i st i
sensibilities but also transformed the club into a vibrant tapestry of global script and
innovation.




History of Calligraphy club at CCH

The Calligraphy Club at our cadet college proudly traces its origins back to the 1960s,
when it was first established under the supervision of passionate and visionary in-
charges.

What began as a modest initiative focused on traditional Arabic calligraphy has since
evolved into a dynamic and multifaceted artistic platform.

Over the decades, the club has embraced innovation and diversity, gradually
incorporating advanced techniques such as 3-D calligraphy, thematic compositions,
and the exploration of calligraphic styles in various international languages, including
Chinese, Japanese, Persian, Turkish, Russian, and more.

Today, the Calligraphy Club not only preserves the rich heritage of classical script but
also fosters creativity through project-based learning, encouraging students to
conceptualize and execute artistic projects that blend tradition with modern
aesthetics. This evolution reflects the enduring spirit of artistic growth and cultural
appreciation that defines our institution.
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Importance of Calligraphy Club at CCH

1 Within the Calligraphy Club, students are immersed in a world of elegance and
expression as they are taught a variety of refined calligraphic techniques. Each
student is entrusted with creative projects in which they thoughtfully select creative
specimen in different languages and artistically render them onto sheetsd
combining graceful lettering with their unique sense of sketching and colour
harmony.

1 A cherished tradition of the club is its contribution to the Annual Exhibition Day,
where members prepare an exquisite collection of calligraphic masterpieces to adorn
the gallery.

A Each vy e20hand-eratadrchllygraphy artworks are proudly displayed,
adding a timeless charm and spiritual de

AStudent® approach every project with fresh imaginationd producing works on double
sheets, four-fold canvases, and main presentation pieces using two-toned
watercolour themes or vivid multi-colour palettes, reflecting both innovation and
reverence in every brushstroke.
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Links for certificate-based physical/online
competitions.

Our students have participated in a number of Calligraphy
Competitions organized by Institute of Space Technology (IST)
Islamabad and Fast University Islamabad in past.

They got distinction in all the competitions.

In future, The Calligraphy Club has a plan to provide
opportunity to our students to show their talent at international
forum for which the working is in progress.

A few international competitions and links of resources for
certificate-based upcoming physical/online competitions are as
below.

WHC competition 2024 (New York USA).

IAC (International Arts Contest) 2024.

Indian Arts Contest (season-12) 2024.
SuperiorCulture Annual CalligraphyCompetition 2024 (Ching

https://forms.gle. YmMWXwCbpuVOTiyFc6

https://9mousai.com/getting-started-with-calligraphy/

https://julieblanner.com/how-to-learn-calligraphy/

https://www.calligraphy.org/

http://theflourishforum.com/

1 www.cynscribe.com
M1 http://www.overnightprints.com/calligraphy
e www.calligraph.com/calligaphy
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http://www.cynscribe.com/
http://www.overnightprints.com/calligraphy
http://www.calligraph.com/callig

Aim & Objectives:

Aim:

To awaken and nurture the artistic spirit within students by engaging them in the
timeless and expressive art of calligraphy, allowing them to explore creativity,
culture, and meaning through every graceful stroke.

Objectives:

A Tuttivate a refined sense of visual creativity and aesthetic appreciation in the
students.

A T o studerasiinthe foundational techniques of scaling, sketching, and
colouring, enabling precision and elegance in their calligraphic work.

A T o swderitsearplatform for self-expressiond encouraging them to translate their
inner thoughts and emotions into vivid masterpieces, and to showcase their talents
through online and physical participation in national and international competitions.
A To de estudems' undemstanding of the spiritual essence and themes of
Qur 0 ani c,fosterimgbahsartistic and reflective growth.

A To provide cr e astident toexplpgr@and experimeritwita f or
calligraphy in different languagesd celebrating global scripts and cross-cultural
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Structural Hierarchy

The Calligraphy Club at Cadet College Hasanabdal is gracefully organized to foster
leadership, creativity, and collaborative growth. Its structure reflects both discipline and
artistry, allowing cadets to flourish under thoughtful guidance.

l

Officer-in-Charge: One of the faculty members, entrusted with mentoring,
overseeing progress, and nurturing the artistic journey of the cadets.

President: A senior student, chosen for his exceptional dedication and mastery
in calligraphyd serving as an inspiring lead and creative guide.

Vice President: A proactive and skilled member, who supports the president
and contributes dynamically to the club's initiatives.

Members: While there is no rigid cap on membership, the club typically welcomes
4 to 5 passionate students from each class, bringing the total to around 20
members. This inclusive circle fosters diversity of talent and experience.

Membership Criteria:

Students aspiring to join the club must demonstrate a genuine passion for the art, along
with a few essential attributes:

f
f

1

A clear interest and foundational skill in calligraphy.

The ability to craft a pencil-based calligraphy sketch, presented live before the
Officer-in-Charge.

A basic yet thoughtful understanding of colour harmony and composition.

Through this thoughtful structure and selection, the club ensures a vibrant blend of
tradition, talent, and creative energy.




L earning objectives of class 8t

Learning Objectives:

1. Understand the basic definition, history, and significance of calligraphy in various
cultures.

Identify different types of scripts (e.g., Arabic Naskh, English Gothic, Urdu
Nastaliq).

Learn proper posture, pen holding techniques, and basic brush control.

Practice basic strokes, line patterns, and letter formations in a selected script.
Develop fine motor skills through repetitive pattern and letter exercises.

Create simple calligraphy pieces using pencil or calligraphy markers on A4
sheets.

7. Learn basic care and usage of calligraphy tools.
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Mechanism

AFor the past four years, Cadet College Hasanabdal has proudly conducted a
structured Orientation Program for newly enrolled cadets of Class VIII.

This initiative introduces young students to the foundational skills of Calligraphic
art workd including the timeless art of calligraphy, a cherished part of this
creative journey.

A The art of call i gr a-pyhksiep grogressianucaréfuly deslgmed u
to build both technical skill and artistic confidence:

1. Students begin by selecting a suitable calligraphy specimend typically a printed
image of a classic script.

2. They are then guided in the art of scaling the specimen using lead pencils, ensuring
balance and proportion.




3. For their first practical attempt, students are encouraged to sketch on a single

sheetd keeping the format approachable.

d

4. Instruction is given on how to perform large-scale scaling on white sheets,

enhancing their spatial awareness.
5. Students learn the art of sketching techniques, focusing on control, symmetry, and

fluidity.
6. A suitable colour scheme is selected by the club in-charge, who also demonstrates

the subtleties of brush handling with care and precision.

HUE:

Pure Color

TINT:
Hue + White

TONE:
Hue + White and Black

SHADE:
Hue + Black



7. A variety of flat-faced brushes are introduced:

1 Large brushes are used for base coating the sheet.
1 Regular-sized brushes for standard lettering.
1 Small brushes for fine detailing and miniature accents.

8. Poster colors, a water-based medium known for their ease of use and vibrancy, are

preferred for calligraphy work.

shutterstock.com « 1516522844



9. Students are then taught the final stage of their pieced the finishing and outlining
process that brings definition and clarity.
10. For practice, Class VIII cadets begin with simple 2-D calligraphy designs, ideal
for mastering form and flow on a single sheet.

Through this carefully curated orientation, young students take their first graceful steps
into the world of calligraphyd where discipline meets beauty, and every line echoes the
harmony of art and tradition.




L earning objectives of class 9th

Learning Objectives:
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Refine letter formation and spacing in multiple scripts.

. Learn the concept of baselines, ascenders, descenders, and consistent

proportions.

Introduce 2-D calligraphy layouts with basic colour use and ornamentation.
Practice calligraphy on double sheets, ensuring alignment and margin control.
Develop precision and consistency through daily warm-up drills.

Introduction to simple calligraphic quotes and decorative borders.

Begin exploring international calligraphy scripts such as Russian or Japanese
(basic level).




L earning objectives of class 10t

Learning Objectives:

1. Apply advanced letter formation techniques with greater control and rhythm.

2. Practice both 2-D and 3-D styles of calligraphy (drop shadow, embossing effects).

3. Compose structured calligraphy pieces using quotes, poetry, or proverbs in
various languages.

4. Enhance artwork with background shading, patterns, and aesthetic design

elements.

Use double or 4-sheets for larger, more detailed compositions.

Integrate basic elements of layout planning and theme coherence in calligraphy.

Explore cultural symbolism and colour psychology in calligraphy presentation.
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| earning objectives of class 11th

Learning Objectives:

1.

hown

No o

Execute high-level calligraphy in complex scripts like Persian Nastaliq or Chinese
brush.

Develop original layouts using multiple design elements (text, borders, motifs).
Experiment with mixed media (poster paints, gold leaf, texture paste, ink wash).
Apply calligraphy to thematic projects (e.g., national events, religious occasions,
cultural festivals).

Collaborate in small groups for producing large-scale panels or scrolls.

Practice artist-grade finishing techniques (shading, layering, texture).

Develop a portfolio of 41 7 refined artworks for Annual Exhibition display.




| earning objectives of class 12th

Learning Objectives:

1.

Master individual calligraphic style with a blend of personal creativity and
traditional precision.

2. Prepare detailed 3-D calligraphy compositions for final exhibition panels.

w
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Exhibit command over multiple scripts and styles from at least three different
languages.

Use 4-sheet with advanced colour schemes and embellishments.

Lead junior students in collaborative projects, mentoring, and demonstrations.
Conduct research on famous calligraphers and incorporate their influence.
Curate and present a themed final calligraphy project with explanation of artistic
choices and techniques used.




Future Plan for the Calligraphy club CCH

Project-Based Learning (PBL) in the Calligraphy Club

1. Introduction

Project-Based Learning (PBL) is a student-cantered instructional method that
encourages learners to acquire deep knowledge and practical skills by exploring
and responding to real-world challenges. Integrating PBL into the Calligraphy
Club offers our students a meaningful and immersive learning experience beyond
the traditional skill-based training.

Our calligraphy club already engages students in the art of creating visually
appealing calligraphy sheets using poster colours in multiple languagesod
including Arabic, Chinese, Turkish, Japanese, German, Russian, and Italiand
which are proudly displayed during our annual exhibitions. PBL will add structure,
purpose, and real-life context to these creative endeavours.




2. Objectives of PBL in the Calligraphy Club

17 Todeepenstudents 6 understanding of cul tur a
through calligraphy.

1 To foster collaboration, critical thinking, problem-solving, and reflective
learning.
To connect the art of calligraphy with real-world issues and cultural themes.
To encourage ownership of learning through student-led projects and
presentations.

3. Framework for Implementing PBL in the Calligraphy Club
Step 1: Identify a Driving Question or Real-World Challenge

Every project starts with a meaningful question that guides inquiry and design.
Example questions:

AHow can calligraphy be used to pro
AHow do scripts from different <civi
AHow can we represent Pakistands fr
calligraphy?o




Step 2: Planning and Research Phase

1 Cadets choose a script/language and a theme (e.g., peace, friendship,
national pride, Islamic values).

1 Conduct research on the script's origin, culture, meaning of chosen
words, and historical background.
Step 3: Design and Drafting

1 Create rough sketches, select layout styles, choose colour schemes.
1 Peer review sessions to refine concepts and composition.

Step 4: Production

1 Final calligraphy pieces are created using poster colours and traditional
tools.
1 Focus on neatness, cultural accuracy, and aesthetic value.

Step 5: Presentation and Exhibition

1 Students present their artwork, explaining the concept, language/script,
message, and creative choices.

1 Display artworks with explanatory notes in exhibitions, galleries, or digital
platforms.

Step 6: Reflection and Feedback

1 Students write a short reflection on what they learned and how they
overcame challenges.
1 Peer and teacher feedback is collected for future improvement.

.




4. Sample PBL Calligraphy Projects
Project Title: "Unity in Diversity Through Scripts"”

1 Goal: Highlight messages of unity in different languages through calligraphy.
1 Output: Collaborative wall display of calligraphy in 71 10 languages on a
common theme.
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Project Title: "Scripts of the Silk Road"

1 Goal: Explore historical links between Asian, Arabic, and European scripts.
1 Output: Timeline or visual narrative of cultural exchange through
calligraphy.




Project Title: "Calligraphy for a Cause"

1 Goal: Use calligraphy to promote awareness on social issues like education,
water conservation, or patriotism.

17 Output: Multilingual banners or posters with impactful messages.

5. Assessment Criteria

7 Artistic Quality: Visual appeal, precision, and creative use of space and
colour.

1 Cultural Relevance: Accuracy and depth of research in chosen
language/script.
Critical Thinking: How well the project addresses the driving question.
Collaboration: Evidence of teamwork and communication (if group work).
Presentation Skills: Clarity and confidence during exhibitions or reflections.




6. Benefits to Learners and Institution

1

Holistic Development: Students engage intellectually, creatively, and

culturally.
Cross-Curricular Learning: Integration of art, language, history, and civic

education.
Stronger Engagement: Higher student motivation through meaningful, real-

world tasks.
Positive Institutional Image: Showcasing innovation and excellence in

student learning.

dreamstime.com ID 364877233 © Md. Oli Ahad



7. Resources Needed

Poster colours, brushes, calligraphy pens, high-quality paper.
Printed reference sheets for scripts and languages.

Research support (books, videos, internet access).

Display materials (Sheets, Double tape, Thumb pins and Pata fix).
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8. Conclusion

By incorporating Project-Based Learning into the Calligraphy Club, we shift from
mere artistic production to a comprehensive educational experience. It nurtures
not just creative expression but also inquiry, empathy, cultural understanding, and
communicationd essential values in both education and society.




Previous work pieces of the members of Calligraphy Club CCH

The following projects stand as a testament to the dedication, creativity, and
refined artistry of our calligraphy club membersd each piece echoing their

passion, precision, and profound commitment to the timeless beauty of the
written form.
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