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Preserving the Past, Enriching the Future”
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Cultural heritage refers to the tangible and intangible assets of
a group or society that are inherited from past generations. Not
all elements from the past are considered "heritage"; rather,
heritage is a product of selection by society.
It encompasses the full range of inherited traditions,
monuments, objects, and cultural expressions. Most
importantly, it includes the contemporary activities, meanings,
and behaviours we derive from them. Heritage goes beyond
simply preserving, excavating, displaying, or restoring old
artifacts.
It is both tangible and intangible. Ideas and memories—such as
songs, recipes, languages, dances, and other expressions of
identity—are just as significant as historical buildings and
archaeological sites.
Heritage should be the subject of active public reflection,
debate, and discussion. What is worth saving? What can or
should we forget? What memories can we enjoy, regret, or learn
from? Who owns the past, and who has the right to speak for
previous generations? These questions form the basis of
meaningful conversations in our multicultural world.
Heritage is a living, contemporary force with far-reaching
implications. It plays a role in urban and regional planning,
serves as a platform for political recognition, enables
intercultural dialogue, encourages ethical reflection, and can
even foster local economic development. It is simultaneously
local and global, personal and shared.
Ultimately, heritage is not only a part of our past—it is an
essential part of the present we live in and the future we will
build.

The Living Meaning
of Heritage



Introduction
Founded to inspire curiosity and pride in our shared
history, the Heritage Club of Cadet College Hassanabdal
introduces students to the richness of human civilization,
cultural diversity, and the importance of preservation. The
club emphasizes both tangible and intangible aspects of
heritage—ranging from ancient monuments and artifacts
to oral traditions and spiritual values. In a time when
globalization often blurs identity, the Heritage Club
reconnects students with their roots, encouraging them to
explore the legacies that have shaped our world. It serves
not only as an educational platform but as a movement
to protect, celebrate, and sustain the heritage of Pakistan
and the global community.

Purpose
The Heritage Club exists to develop a strong cultural
consciousness in students by helping them understand
their identity and history. It provides opportunities to
experience heritage through hands-on activities,
educational visits, and creative expression. The club
believes that nurturing respect for heritage builds
informed and responsible citizens who can appreciate
diversity, foster inclusivity, and contribute to preserving our
shared legacy.



A people
without the
knowledge of
their past
history, origin
and culture is
like a tree
without roots.

Aim
The club aims to educate students about the origin and
evolution of civilizations, revive appreciation for ancient
traditions, and create awareness of the importance of
cultural conservation. By introducing students to diverse
world heritages and encouraging critical discussions
about their relevance today, the club cultivates empathy,
curiosity, and tolerance. It also provides space for
students to explore their heritage through research,
storytelling, exhibitions, and collaboration with experts in
the field.



Gallery





Gradewise Objectives

8th Grade – Member
Students begin their journey by engaging with the basic
concepts of heritage. Through activities like story sessions,
poster-making, and curated museum experiences, they
gain a foundational understanding of tangible and
intangible heritage.

9th Grade – Participant
Students participate in guided discussions and heritage
awareness days. They visit local heritage sites such as
Taxila and Rohtas Fort to explore history in a living context,
learning about the architecture, folklore, and regional
significance of these places.

10th Grade – Contributor
This stage focuses on critical engagement and profile
development. Students contribute by organizing
exhibitions, leading presentations, and publishing short
articles. The club also encourages participation in
external competitions and cultural fairs to build
confidence and showcase their learning.



12th Grade – Fellow
Fellows serve as mentors and strategic planners, taking
charge of overall club direction and continuity. They
supervise ongoing projects, guide junior members, and
coordinate interschool symposiums or collaborative
initiatives. Their responsibilities include forming lasting
partnerships with cultural institutions and ensuring that
club efforts—such as exhibitions or outreach programs—
are sustainable and impactful even after they graduate.

11th Grade – Associate
Associates take a more active leadership role by
managing documentary projects that highlight cultural
and historical themes. They design structured gradewise
activity plans and organize workshops with external
experts from universities and heritage organizations. Some
may also collaborate with NGOs or academic
departments on heritage conservation initiatives, gaining
firsthand experience in research, coordination, and
community outreach.



Projects and Visits
The Heritage Club makes every effort to organize
annual field visits to sites of historical significance.
While logistical constraints can sometimes limit travel,
the club has successfully arranged trips to places such
as the ancient Buddhist ruins in Taxila and the Shalimar
Gardens in Lahore. We strive to expand this list each
year, aiming to include landmarks like Mohenjo-Daro,
Harappa, and the Makli Necropolis. In cases where
physical visits are not feasible, we engage students
through carefully curated documentaries and virtual
tours that highlight Pakistan’s vast cultural and
historical landscape. Students are encouraged to
conduct on-site or virtual research, document their
experiences, and present reflective reports to foster
deeper understanding and personal connection with
the past.
As part of the Annual Clubs and Societies Exhibition at
Cadet College Hassanabdal, the Heritage Club sets up
an elaborately curated stall that showcases elements
of Pakistani heritage. This includes regional artifacts,
traditional crafts, folk art, cultural attire, and classical
music. The display is designed to reflect the rich and
diverse folklore of our nation, offering visitors a vibrant
and immersive experience. Through this initiative, the
club fosters intercultural appreciation and encourages
its members to take pride in their cultural identity.



The club encourages students to participate in both
national and international competitions and workshops.
These include:

National History Bowl – South Asia Division
UNESCO World Heritage Youth Forum
British Council’s Cultural Preservation Awards
Coursera courses on World Heritage Management
Harvard EdX: “The Architectural Imagination”
FutureLearn: “Cultural Heritage and the City”

Certificates gained from these platforms add
academic value and promote heritage literacy.

Competitions &
Certifications

Resources
To deepen their understanding, students are
encouraged to explore the following online platforms:

UNESCO World Heritage Portal
Virtual Museum of Pakistan
Khan Academy: World History
FutureLearn: Heritage Management Courses

https://whc.unesco.org/
http://www.virtualmuseumofpakistan.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.futurelearn.com/


Affiliations &
Mentorship
The Heritage Club is affiliated with the Department of
Archaeology and Museums, Pakistan, the club also
collaborates with the Pakistan National Council of Arts
(PNCA) and Lok Virsa which is an exhibition of Pakistani
heritage. The club is guided by experienced faculty
mentors and also seeks guest lectures from historians,
archaeologists, and cultural anthropologists.



Pakistan’s Cultural
Legacy
Pakistan is home to six UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
each representing a unique chapter in human history
and cultural achievement. These include the
Archaeological Ruins of Moenjodaro, the ancient city of
Taxila, the formidable Rohtas Fort, the expansive Makli
Necropolis, the iconic Shalimar Gardens and Lahore
Fort, and the Buddhist Monastery at Takht-i-Bahi. In
addition to these globally recognized sites, Pakistan
boasts over 800 federally and provincially protected
monuments scattered across its landscape—from
Buddhist stupas and Sufi shrines to Mughal forts and
colonial-era buildings. Together, these landmarks
reflect the country’s rich, diverse, and multi-layered
identity, and affirm its significant role in the heritage of
the world.



Types of Heritage
Heritage of India is divided into two types: Natural and
Cultural. This division is applicable to all the countries.
Natural heritage includes forests, rivers, and animals;
Cultural heritage includes temples and paintings. 

Natural Heritage
Our natural heritage comprises the
components of the natural environment that
have aesthetic, historic, scientific or social
significance or other special value for future
generations, as well as for the present
community. Places in these lists may have
diverse values. 

Cultutal Heritage
Cultural heritage includes artefacts,
monuments, a group of buildings and sites,
museums that have a diversity of values
including symbolic, historic, artistic,
aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological,
scientific and social significance. 



Elements of Heritage
The three elements used to describe
historic heritage are Fabric, Stories and
Culture. One or all of these things
make up the historic heritage of a
place. 

Fabric
Fabric is the physical remains that exist
today - it is what you can see or touch.
Customary Practice. Artefacts such as
greenstone adzes made by Māori, flakes
used by the Moa hunters, old bottles and
objects left behind by early settlers and
even underwater relics. Man-made
features and plantings left behind from
the past such as Māori fortifications, gold
mining water tunnels, holes made by
gum diggers and trees planted by
European settlers. Buildings ranging in
size from enormous government
buildings, to large homesteads, down to
small huts, and even smaller castaway
shelters. Structures still standing in
remote locations, bits of rusty machinery
left behind in the bush, or abandoned
concrete fortifications. 



Stories
Stories describe and explain our history - they are what
you read, hear or watch. Traditional Expressions Stories
can be told in many different ways. They tell us what
happened in the past, the people involved, what events
took place and why. Memories and oral traditions add
colour and human interest. Visual records like drawings,
photos, old movies and maps allow us a glimpse into
the past that often makes us want to find out more.
Written records found in libraries, archives, museums
and government departments help us to uncover more
of the history behind the stories

Culture
Culture reflects the emotional and spiritual connection
people have with historic places—what they feel,
experience, and do there. It shapes identity and
enriches our understanding of the past. Many engage
in conservation, pilgrimages, or heritage events to
preserve what matters to them. Others practice
traditional skills like carving or weaving, keeping these
arts alive for future generations. Through these actions,
culture becomes a living thread that links us to our
history.



Why should we
preserve our Heritage
A local heritage project can be much more than just
preserving and protecting artefacts of the past.  An
important part of the Heritage Council’s work is to
encourage local communities totake responsibility for
and participate in the development and conservation of
their heritage. Projects to enhance local heritage have
the potential to re-energise neglected areas and
provide opportunities for local people to re-view, re-
engage with and re-interpret their heritage.
Such projects help generate a greater sense of pride
and belonging in the local area through increased
participation...and sheer enjoyment! Crucially,
maintaining and enhancing our heritage provides a
basis for local economic development and innovation in
tourism, agriculture, entertainment, education and
business generally. 
And enables us develop an awareness about ourselves.
It helps us understand and explain why we are the way
we are. Heritage is a keystone of our culture that plays
an important role in our politics, society, business and
world view. Heritage Resources are those resources,
both human and natural, created by activities from the
past that remain to inform present and future societies
of that past. 



Heritage can be understood in many ways. For some, it is
rooted in ethnic, cultural, or national identity. For others, it
lies in the values passed down through generations—such
as a love for learning, community involvement, strong
work ethic, or religious devotion. Some individuals have a
clear sense of their heritage, often reflected in visible
symbols like a family flag or cherished traditions and
stories shared by elders. Others may need to look more
closely to uncover the unique legacies woven into their
lives. Asking reflective questions can help: How does my
ethnic or cultural background shape who I am? What
traditions or rituals do I observe, and where do they come
from? Which values, interests, or hobbies connect me with
my family’s past? What traits do I hope to pass on to
future generations? Exploring family trees, origin stories, or
ancestral roots can offer further insight into one’s heritage
and strengthen the personal connection to it.

Identifying Heritage



Pakistan’s Cultural
Heritage
Pakistan’s cultural heritage encompasses a wide range
of archaeological sites, stupas, forts, shrines, tombs,
buildings, monuments, residences, and places of
worship. These landmarks reflect the country’s rich and
diverse history, shaped by various civilizations and
cultural influences over centuries. Prior to the Eighteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan, heritage
sites were divided between federal and provincial
control. In 1997, the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency (under the Ministry of Environment) published a
list of officially notified protected sites. According to this
list, 389 sites are under federal protection,
while 444 fall under provincial jurisdiction.
Notably, Punjab and Sindh are the only
provinces that have enacted their own 
provincial-level laws for heritage
protection. 



Heritage is not merely the past—it is a living memory, a
continuous thread that weaves together generations,
identities, and civilizations. It lives in the stories our elders
tell, the monuments we walk past, the languages we
speak, and the traditions we carry forward, knowingly or
unknowingly. As students of Cadet College Hassanabdal,
we are the stewards of this invaluable legacy. Our role is
not limited to studying history but extends to actively
preserving and celebrating it. In a rapidly changing world,
where cultural identities often fade in the rush toward
modernization, it becomes even more important to
protect the values, artistry, architecture, and philosophies
that define who we are. The Heritage Club serves as a
platform for this mission—offering students a chance to
explore their roots, engage in meaningful dialogue, and
understand the diverse expressions of culture that coexist
within Pakistan and beyond. Through our combined efforts
—whether it be organizing exhibitions, visiting historical
sites, or initiating conversations—we aim to nurture a
generation that not only honors its past but is also
prepared to build a more inclusive, respectful, and
enlightened future, grounded in knowledge and pride in
one’s heritage.

Final Thought
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